The Reaction: 1954-1959

By Liza R. Rognas

The Lesson

The fight and turmoil did not end with the decision in 1954. Students review some of the reactions
to the Supreme Court decision to understand the continuum between the 1950s and today of the
fight for civil rights.

1. What prompted Sandra Godbout to write to President Eisenhower in 1954? What does
she ask of the president?

Investigate current debates on civil rights. Write a letter to the President about
your feelings and ideas concerning a civil rights issue.

2. The Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision was handed down on May
17,1954. On May 18, President Eisenhower received the telegram reproduced here.
What are the opinions expressed by the sender?

How do they relate to the Brown decision, the Constitution, and the Declaration
of Independence?

How are issues of race addressed in this telegram?

How do ideas of white supremacy function in a democracy?

3. Compare the telegram to the article shown here. What are the similarities between the
two?

4. Find instances in current events that remind you of the ideas expressed in the telegram
and the article. Write an essay comparing them.

5. During the school year 1957-58, nine African Americans students entered Central High
School in Little Rock, Arkansas, under the protection of federal troops enforcing the
Brown decision. These students were the first black students to integrate the Little Rock
school. They did so against the wishes of most of the white community and against the
wishes of Governor Orval Faubus. Read the report.

What events were reported?
What do they tell you about the climate in Little Rock?

6. Compare the petition sent to Congress and the President in 1959 with the other
documents in this section.

How do they relate to the Brown decision, the Constitution, and the Declaration
of Independence?

What ideas are conveyed?

Are there any similarities among the documents?



Read the list of names given at the top of the petition. Research one person on the list and write a
brief biography for an oral presentation on that person.
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