PART FOUR: The Reaction, 1954-1959
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WE URGE ALL AMERICANS WHO BELIEVE IN DEMOCRACY
TO SIGH THIS PETITION WHICH WE HAVE SIGMNED

Wes. Datsy Bater Do Maeay BPR 14 1959
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A PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT

AND THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS EGUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL 5 THE CENTRAL MORAL BSSUE OF OUR TIMEE

WHIRTAS OH MAY 17, 1054 THE UMITID STATES TUFREME COURT DICLASED
HEGREGATED SCHOOLE 1O BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AMD & NEGATIOM OF
HUMAN RIOHTE W A DIMOCEATIC SOCIETY,

WHEREAS SOUTHERN TOUNG PEORID SIEKING TO OBTAIM THESE EIGHTS HAVE
SUFFERID IMDIGHITIES, HUMILIATION AMD VIOLENCE:

WHEREAS THE EFFORT TO MAIMTAIN SEGRECATED fCHOGLS TREIATIMS THE
DESTRUCTION OF OUR FREE PUBLIE SCHOOL SYSTEM AMND TMRSERASSES
OUE PROFISSIONE OF DEMOCRACY ARDUMD THE WOELD;

THEREFORE  WE, TIEE UNDERSIGNED, FENITION THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE
UMNITED LTATES T PUT IMTO DAFECT AM EMECUTIVE AND LEGISLANVE
PROGERAM WHICH WIlL [NSUSE THE ORDERLY AND SPEEDT INTEGRATION
OF SCHOOLS THEQUGHOUT THE UMITED STATES,

“A Petition to the President and the Congress of the United States,”
received 14 April 1959
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